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Let it be !. I .

Let it bo iK ted that the Constitutional Conven-

tion of the peiposed new Stat of Wertem Vir-

ginia has calmly and deliberately and solemnly
passed a resolution U this effect; "That no slave

or free perion of color hall come into the Stale
for permauen residence after the new Constitu-

tion goes into operation."
"Why sho ild we of the North foiiher our-

selves aboil the .slavery question when the South
is gradual)-- , but surely, settling it herself set
ding it, too, in accordance with our own idea?"
So -- ays tbe Buffalo Commercial Advertiser, (Re-

publican' ant so will say every man of practical
sense. Finatics and political traitors, however,
will keep harping.

The .Yfoat Startling Proposition off the
War.

The Bcstoi Post -- ays Charles Si mNeu is do-

ing the work of disintegration faster than

proposes :o rfcfranchise the people, to takeaway
the municipal rights of many of the rebel States;
to reduce them, back to a Territory, and bring
them under 'he legislation of Congress. This is

the most stalling proposition of the war. If il
is done, the hopes of the Union are over. The
Unionist-- of the South are forever alien-

ated, and there will be no power of arms to re
claim them. M acaulay said that he "had long
been convinced that institutions purely demo-

cratic must, sooner or later, destroy liberty or
civilization, )rboth." If this be good philosophy,
who comes the nearest to being the direct agent
for the destitution ol liberty in the Uuited States

the Sece -- ionist or the disintegrafi mist; the
man who would simply divide the Union, or the
man who would go to the foundations aud de-

stroy them .' This demagogue of a Senator,
canting aboit the tyranny and the barbarism of
the South, at a time like this, when all there is
' oyal in the South is dearer than ever before to
the North, is but adding fuel to the d ime is but
adding more lives to the holocaust is lengthen
ng this terrible struggle.

A 1'roclauialion.
"It is recommended to the people of the Unite!

States that they assemble in their customary
places for jublic solemnities, on the 2tid day of
Februars, und celebrate the anniversary of the
birthday of the Father of his Country, by causing
to be read o them his Farewell Address

"A. LINCOLN.
"Ws H Seward. Secretary of State."
In compliance with the suggestion of the Pres-

ident, we tin? morning publish the Farewell Ad-

dress of the Father of his Country and we trust
that it will receive the consideration from every
reader which is pre eminently due to the wise
and pat. iot.c sentiments of him who was "first in

war, first in peace and first in the hearts of his
country met." If his counsels had been "heeded
the present difficulties would never have occurred
We especially direct attention to the profound
reverence vith which Washington regarded the
Constit jttf u and all its obligations, and also to
his warning against the formation of sectional
aud geographical parties which he predicted
would rest It in the very evils which have threat-

ened the destruction of the Union. In referring to
the Government which had been put in operation
under his Administration. Washington said: He-

spert for it authority .compliance with its laws.ac-quieseuc- e

u its me.isures.are duties enjoined by the
fuudaineii --al maxims of true liberty. The basi.--.

of our no hull - vitems, is the right of the people
to make :.nd alter their constitutions of govern-- '
mcnt; but the Constitution, which at auy time
exists, til changed by an explicit and authentic
act of the whole people, is sacredly obligatory
upon all.' These sentiments should be deeply
impressed upon the public mind and should con-

trol the anion of every citizen. A disregard of
constitutional obligation and an unconstitutional
or threatened interference with the rigLts, iaimu
nitiesand institutions of some of the States with
those of other- - have had much to do in causing
the civil Afar now raging and which has devasta-

ted some f the fairest portions of the country.
The only hope for a permanent restoration of
the Union is in a retain to that ju.t observ-
ance of all our constitutional duties and ob

which distinguished tlie early
f the Republic. We believe that tbe

great body of the people of the North are now
implied with tliis sentiment aud from the trouble
.:ia. .( Mireatened the overthrow of the

t Government which the experience
wisdom : in! ingenuity of the present geueratiou
cm uot ioprore will arise a constitutional par-

ty tht iU eweeo into it common grave Aloli-tfonisi-

Secess-ioois- and their kindred beresie,
which the people now Me can uot be tolerated

ion of our political systems
all hone of eonstitu- -

oa mm w .raws in dnnn u
I Hopeful Sign.

he rMDM udauon of the President for the
ary 01 Us Hlrtiviar

ff tl c 'athcr o ntrv was serferallv re
spouded to and in many places by enthusiastic
oemimsi ration? Tiie reading of his "immortal
Farewell Address," as it is styled by the Uhref
Mag -- tr ite of the nation, was the leading feature
iu the ciremonies of the day wherever it was ob-

served. If its lessons and counsels, which re-

ceived he cordial approbation of Maimson, of
JirrtJuo.v, of An aji, of Hamilton, and of all
tue petiiotk and far seeing states ssea who eie

nrir slid rndependencw. and of establishing
u.e ;ns itutions whicli made us a fowerful and

fMaeerius Gj.ernment are heeded by those who

cxnsjjtute the nation, the Constitutiop will

: aieu4aiaed aud the Union preserved with all

mdMdmlry and collectively. WamnHmm warned
his cow itfj men of the danger of parties founded

geugpapMrai uistmc

oifw enion of the country
iog the epiuiotos and objects

Hons, the Muts I wmcli we are now

T!, and be eouRsetled astnet ad hern nee

to con StutionAl rml n and a faithful ob-

servance of all cuuxtitiuioii.il dunes ad the first

ami lnr'tMMt duty of the eiligen. Tue ill- -

tr mm & mm mNi ahe mmj
have disregarded these Age counsels. With, this
class the triuoiph of party or the -- uccea of
- :!. .i p..bie witii the Constilatioji has

been ol higher consideration than the unity of the
got Tiiniftit, upon whicli rests national indepcnd
ence hki tlie ecurifv of the iirivileges, immune

7

cb w li ivr m ed A'the
,,es out compari- -

so-- with Ae : Bother .11. i which
flava been I a ad ; ri k.

it must n accepCM i m Ii sipn w

1 'resident aleeiei UOII raectiuiru p.atror
upon bis countrymen to read, consider, and be

'led by the advice of one who was the I

cloud by day and the pillar of lire by night to
the patriotic ancestry who achieved Inde-

pendence after a seven years struggle. Wash
ixoton well knew that the Constitution and the
Union were the result or compromise and con
cession, and that the spirit and the agencies which
founded the Government were necessary to pre-

serve and perpetuate it. Equal diversity and
.

condict ol interests existed in that day as now. I

I
L f l.y.n f onm r.r .... lt tKtrtlO f 1 ' , i tnl ltm.fi 'ii imviui .vluiuiiii.-- v v ..iv ii u. ukiii; rtjieasc 01 an oiaie prisoners. ins will set

Union then, aud without concession there can be at liberty scores of persons who have been incar- -

iio Union hereafter. If tbe President did not C9T& for "Lka. and e,ve" for months, for
no oneu.-- e whatever, but merely on suspicion and

intend to characterize his administration with the ou the 8trengul0f charges cretl and malicious-conservatis- m

that Washington inculcated and Jv made hy personal enemies. The loyaltv of the
practised he would not have so earnestly recom-imnoe- d

the people to read his "Immortal Fare-

well Address." There is hope in the future if
the spirit of Washington guides the Atlminis- -

l tratiou through the difficulties and dangers which

environ the nation.

I lie Cannlilnlionol 1789
Now, as in the vear that preceded the forma

tion of the American Constitution, the question is
presented to the people of this country, shall we
have a Union under the Constitution of 1 ip9? ,

This ouestion is not forced on us bv events. The
war through which we are passing was com-
menced, and has been prosecuted solely for the
Union. The question of disunion is not wesented
to the Northern people bv the army, bv their

.ai a. t aI
"3 T r"- -

.

trie aortn nasMen spem.ngiisiortui.es, .woes
blood for the Union. But suddenly, here ami

!

there among us, the proposition is heard, now-onl-
i

hinted or muttered, now broadly announced i

and avowed, that the war should be changed iu
its object, and tlie Union for which it has been '

prosecuted, should be destroyed by the war power. '

Six months ago, if a man had uttered in the
open streets the gentiinents that a Massachusetts
Senator now advocates on the floors of Congress;
he would have been mobbed as a traitor. The
doctrine that a State can secede is identical with
the doctrine that thirty three States can exscind
one, or that the present Senate ami Honse of
Representatives can declare certain States deid
hy their own acts. When the seceding State-sen- t

commissioners to Washington to negotiate
terms of separation, k was truly and clearly af-

firmed by Mr. Buchanan's administration, with
the approval of the entire North, that there did
not exist any power iu Congress, or in the Con-

stitutional Government of the United States to
recocnize the secession of a State, or to treat with
a seceded Mate. Suddenly we are told, at this
late ilay, by the Massachusetts Senator, that this I

doctrine was al) wroit" that tiie act of secession
was suicide, and the Government of the United
States may at once treat the soil of the seceded
Stole as territory, and of course may cede it to
inhabitants as easily as it can cede an island on
the Oregon coa-- t to Kurland; in effect, that the
Government may treat States as foreign powers.
The worse claim of the Southern Slates' right
disunionist thus finds a barker and apologist m a
Northern Abolition Senator, and is indorsed aud
api roved bv his immediate admirers. It is con
tended t.y Mr. Sumner that the Govornment may I

at any time when it regnnls an act ot a State re to taste the weets of captivity in Northern dun-belliou-

treat the State as no longer within the geons, until the Southerners have some prisoners
constitutional niniswiic and snbiect thereafter
to the mere will of the central Government!

It has not escaped observation that this s'range
plunge of a New England Senator into the worst
form of Southern nullification doctrines has b'ecu
brought about by his anxiety to attack slavery.
Nor will it fail to attract attention that theene
mies of the Constitution, at the North, ar. the
aim slavery men. i ney constantly seek to
avoid the true issue .n, i . t by charg
(g that defenders of the Constitution are influ-
enced solely by a desire to perpetuate slavery.
It happens mat the State of New York, or the
Washington Government, cannot interfere with
slavery, as a system, without violating the Con-
stitutum. The deteiitiers of the Constitution are
necessarily the defenders of the rights of States,
?o lar as tiif Constitution guarantees them. It,
therefore, occurs that, todelend the Constitution,
is to delend the laws of slave States over siaiery
against unconstitutional interference; and to ail
vocate the immediate abolition of slave laws,
and the principles of slaveholdmsr, by any other

i than State authority, leads the Abolitionist nec-- I

essarilv to attack the Constitution. It might oc- -

i - - a ,i i -- I i. u: I mm..cur mat oouuieru auu siaveiioiuiu prmcqiies
would gain great ascendancy in Cot.irress. so
that parties would seek by act ot Cougsess, or
proclamation, or otherwise, to force a slave code
on New York or Massachusetts. T he defenders
ot the Constitution would then, as now, the
stern opponents of such attempts.

But since, for the present. Abolitionism sees
no method of attacking slavery so long as the (

Constitution stands in the way. its open or in.-i-d '

ious assaults are directed toward that, and the
leader of the sedical men now presents in the
Senate of the United States the open nuestion.
Will you have a Union of these States under the
Constitution of llc'Jt Mr. Sumner opposes it.
The Abolitionists oppose it. The leaders of the
Southern rebellion oppose it.

When the same que.-t-, ti i a.-- discussed in the
States seventy years ago, it was felt by patriotic
men North and South that to form a Union :reat
concessions of feeling must be made. Perhaps
no one was sati.-he-u with everything in the Con-
stitution. But the Union was worth more than
the wishes that they yielded.

History has already recorded of these men that
' they were among the wisest of politicians the t

i world has known. That they were patriots,
noble, tar seeing into thai t inure
which has since proved so glorious. Iu agreeing
to that Constitution they founded the most be
ne'icent, prosperous and successful Government
that the world has seen, and their names are
honored and cherished, and will be honored when
brazen records are effaced bv time.

But w hat shall history record of the Northern
anu Southern enemies of that Constitution who
breathe the air they breathed and live by by their
graves, on whose headstones the mosses have not
luul time to grow? T he present trial will resuk
iu I heir infamy, whatever be the end. Should
they succeed in destroying the Constitution of
1T;L', the attempt to erect on its ruins another
Government will prove utterly vain. Higher law
doctrines, nullification doctrines, the vague no-

tion ol liberty whicli cliaractertze modern radi-
calism, all these are the elements of enmity to
the Constitution as it now is, and of course will
forbid any new Union when the old one is de-

stroyed. Amid the wreck of the great fdMc
will for a little while tit distorted fea-

tures "I those who crushed themselves iir their
mad plans of ruin, aud then they will be forgot-
ten, with nil the fanatics of rH age, who have
been enoin es to the best interests of the race.

Ou the other hand, if, a? the loyal American
heart liopes and prays, the Constitution is to
come out oi' this trial with new strength and new-vigo-

lor a race ot a thousand years, then the
best ho,e for the present plotters against it will
Ims that history m; mercifully leave their name
uurecorUttd in the story of this foul plot against
tuat Constitution which the fathers made, and
" nich Washington commended to the care ot the
uati in. to win.ni. as ins only children, he left the
Union as an inheritance of honor, and a trust for
the benefit of lutuce aes. Neto York Journal
of Commerce.

l,eit-- r from the Secretary of War.
To the Editor of the N Y. Tribune:

Sia: I can not suffer undue merit to be as
cnTed to my official action. The glory of our
recent victories belongs to tbe gallaut officers and
soldiers that fou-- ht the battles No share of it
belougs to me. ,

Much has recently beeu aid of military com
tiiuation and organizing victory. I hear such
pürises with apprehension. They commenced ia
iufidei France wich the Italian campaign, and re
suited in Waterloo. Wlio can organize victory
Who can combine the elements of success on the
battle fieH? We owe our recent victories to the
Spirit of tbe Lord, that moved our soloiers to
rush hi to battle and tilled the hearts ol tue
mies with terror and djsrus. Tbe inspiration
thai conquered iu battle was n to hearts of the

oerc. er mere is
the same inspiration there w be the same re-lut-

sulta. Patriotic spirit, with n courage iu
officers and men. is a miiiur pmbinaiion that
ney ci failed.

We in iy w eil rejoice at the recent victories,
for they teach us that battles are to be wou now
and by us iu the same aud only manner that ibey
a ei ever w ou .y any people, or iu any age, since
tue days of Jos ua, by boldly pushing and striking
tlie foe. Wlia under the blessings of Piovi-.U- i

Jeucet I coi.ee be tbe true organization of
victory and mi Ury combination to end this war,
was declared a few words by Gen. Grant's
message to Oe Buckner: " I propose to more im
mediately ou yt xrxr.erksr

truly, Fkwiv M. Si anton.

Sjwctsl rorreiipon f tie Oil ic age Timet.
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From Washington
Helmut y" State Prisoner by the Secretary of

Yef-- A General Exchän.jtvf Prtn Bf--

' fectea hy the same t unctiummrij He mmlut'iie ii

01 the Con fal rate TromusBffi rt at the Sn

of Üte Recent Union Victories Pin of the

Conservative Member of Congress for the I t

tablishment of Provisional Governments in the

Souther States Where is Jim Lane's "Sttjjjr'
' Washington, Feb. 16.

Not a day passes without bringing to light some
new evidence of tbe wisdom and eminent adnrln- -

M(nttivi abilities ol the new Secretary of War.
Among his fir.--t official acts was the exercise ot a
coure of policy which has resulted in arrange-
ments for u. systematic exchange of prisoners. He
lias uow gone a step further in us course ol fear- -

L Lleas r ;.. orders for imagnanimity, by giving the imme--
. . . ..1 1 1 ...'11 ' PI lift

persons to whom I allude is unquestioned. No
one dare openiy charge them w ith disloyal acts.
They have been the victims of secret malignity
and of official tyranny, and have been cruelly de-hie- d

the poor boon even of proving tlieir inuo
cence (a difficult task, since nu charges have ever
been brought against them.) They owe their re-

lease now, and their restoration to liberty, to the
conviction in the mind of the Secretary of War
that they were being unjustly detained, and that
no good purpose could be subserved by the con- -

film ini'ii iif tl'oir lmnrioAonmpiif
The ..ordef for relcne ia , rkabie

In half a column .Uie SecreUrv
. .

of Wiir
g i es the most lucid and graphic description of
the peculiar circumstances attending the seces- -

sion of the Southern States that has ever ap--i

peared in print. The last sentence implies that
the President doe not deem it necessary any
Ion cer to suspend the operation of the writ of

eotpxis, and that, in all future ordinary
arrests, the privileges of that writ will be allowed.
The "extraordinary arrests" mentioned, which
are to "be made hereafter tinder the direction of
the military authorities alone," will put stop to
the tyrannical proceedings of Mr. Seward in that
direction. The subjects of such arrests will not,
it is supposed, have the bene6ts of the habeas eor-- l

pus. Hut it will be because the public gocd re
quires such a course, ana not to gratify private
malignity. Tliere are some among the prison
ers who will refuse to accept the President's
proffered amnesty, on the ground that they are
not guilty of treason, have committed no crime
and therefore enn not be pardoned. But they
will take the parole, and will be released with
the rest.

The Secretary of War is highly gratified at the
auspicious termination of the mission of the Com
missioners sent by him to Richmond to alleviate
the condition of the Union soldiers who are now
prisoners in the South. The Confederate leaders
thought that the mOst effective alleviation of their
condition would be to send them home to their
relatives. And this thev proposed to do if we
Would release an equal number of Confederate
soldiers as soon as the fortune of war should
place them in our hands. The Commissioners
wisely acceded to this generous proposal. The
prisoners at Richmond were accordingly released
and are expected to arrive at Baltimore to dav
or to morrow. The recent Union victories gain-
ed since this arrangement was made, hare placed
in our hands a great many more prisoner than
we shall have returned to us. And, as the new
prisoners have had pi experience of prison life, it

nnt unlikely that the overplus will be detained

to exchange for them.
The Richmond and Petersburg newspapers of

yestenlay confirm the accounts I had previously
received of the (rogress of the re enlistment of
the Confederate troops. The names of nearly
fifty regiments are given which have re enlisted
for the war. .mid that all that are now iu the ser-
vice will do so. Furloughs have been granted to
ail who desire it, and they have gone home to
visit their families. The papers say that "the
terrible alternative is presented, of re enlistment
or subjugation." From other sources of infor
mation, it is clear that the recent reverses have
not broken the spirit of the Southern people, or
altered their determination. They are fond of
recurring to old revolutionary times, when the
country was overrun hy the British armies, and
wlieu New York. Philadelphia, Boston, Charles-
ton and other cities were occupied by the British.
Yet thev ay, after be'ng beaten in many battles,
our farhers triumphed at last, and drove the in-

vaders out of the country. Such are the prece
dents wherewith they cnconrngc themselves now.

The plans of the conservative members of Con-irre- s

for the government of reclaimed insurgent
States have been put in shape by Mr. Harris, one

ffhf. Senators from New York. His bill ito
vides for the establishment of provisional govern-
ments in all such States, and has the merit of
being practical anil comparatively just. The
bill expressly stipulates that the President shall
have power to suspend the operations of the pro-

visional government created bv it, which shall
not, j anv event, continue in force longer than
three months after Congress fir-- t meets after
the war is over The real strength of the con- -

servative element of the Senate will be deter- -

mined by the reception which this bill meets in
that body.

The official report of Gen. Burnside and Gen.
Halleck, of the victories in North Carolina and
Kentucky, made to the General in Chief of the
armv, are bitter pills to the New York Tri- -

uune people, who have asserted for weeks past
that all reports would be made to the Secretary
of War.

If it was a matter of any consequence, people
here would really like to know whether Jim L ine
is a Senator or a Brigadier General? If the lorm- -

er (as the telecmph now says he has not accepted
his Brigadiership. and that Gen. Hunter and staff
paid visits of ceremony to Senator Lane at Leaven-- ,

worth on the 12th.) where is his numerous "staff,"
whose names were paraded so conspicuously;
and what is to become of them? One thing is
certain: if Jim does not eat humble pie, and swal-- !

low his pri'ie with his pastry, his appointment as
a Brigadier will be canceled. That fiat has gone
forth from the White House, and bears the signa
ture of the President.

What the Army Thinks.
Col. RoBtjrr L. McCooa, of Ohio, who made

t!ie gallant charge upon the enemy at the battle
of Mill Springs, made a speech at Columbus a
few days ago in which he made the following
telling points inion the manner affairs had beeu
conducted at Washington:

But there are other deeds to be done. There
are men to oe called to account in the ranks of
Government officers far wor.-- e than the poor men
pressed into the army iu the Southern Confeder-
acy. We must look this matter iu the face. I
differ from friend Stanton, who does not wish to
speak frankly ou this subject. The sooner we do
so, the sooner we will have tl.e (jovermeni re-

stored. Such men as Simon Jameron who have
insinuated themselves into the graces of the
Government, must be looked alter; and there are
thousands of other just such thieves.

Ou the morning the paper was put into my
hands announcing that Cameron was removed and
Stanton put in his piace, i felt like a new man.
When told that the .prince of thieves was kicked
:i hi the Cabinet, and the man who bad beeu
brought up among the liiUaof Ohio, where I was
raised, was at pointed, I lelt we had honesty there,
aud that the contest would soon be brought to
an end- -

1 felt that 1 was not only fighting for
my country, but also foe my frieud.

The Coif ffdkrste Stkawir VAinrnBiiT A
Washington dispatch to the Philadelphia Gazette
sayw - ! jaee-nar- cm mmmf i i

The rumored running of the Mississippi block-
ade by the relief steamer Vanderbilt is confirmed.
She left the port of Havana the latter part of De
cei iber, ,wd after a run of about one week laud-
ed her cargo,, passengers and mails iu New Or-

leans. Her cargo, it is said, consisted or powder,
clothing and miscellaneous articles, which were
taken Into Havana by a sailing vessel, from Nas-
sau, and theu transhipped on the Vanderbilt. As
the Vanderbilt did not leave New Orleans tor
Havanna until early iu December, she hrai thus
made the run safely out and. buck, with a valua-
ble cargo each way, in about one month.

i-r- T We would call the iteiiuon of all having

Clung, attorney at law. Mr. MeChmg can cive
the best of city reference, und will be (be very

best man to attend to auy business in Miune- -

' a. dawlt

trim Iter. Mr. JfcJoVVf, , Fitttnr Robert fVnipt
IiniASArous, October 8, 1S67.

Da. C. W. kouAi k Dear Sir : I have used
your Blood Purifier for a uervous äffe tion . from
which I have iirtn ed much at times. While it

is pleasant to the taste, it certainly has a I' pp
effect upon the nerves. Please accept my thanks

i for vow kind reg? --ds, and believe me
Your- -, J V T.MrVin.tx

Wiivhintoji's Fart'wcll Address
v top. OILE OF : in: t Mil 1 STATUS.

Wirb nd and Fei ; Cm mm : 1
The period f a new ale .iiqjssf a citizen, to

iinsier the hxecuiive OOveiiiment of the
United States, being not far distant, and the lime
actually arrived when your thoughts must be
employed iu designating the person who is to be
clothed with that import wit trust, it appears to
me proper, especially as it may umiduue' to a I

more distinct expression ot the public voice,
.

that '

visa i
l siiouwi now annrise vou of me resolution i i

have formed, to eo Him, in' i

tie number of those, out of whom a choice is to
be made. I

I beg you, at the same time, to do me the jus
tice to be assured, that this resolution lias not
been taken without a strict regard to all the con-

siderations appertaining to the relation, which
binds a dutiful citizen to his country; and that, iu
withdrawing the tender of service, which silence
in my situation might imply, 1 am influenced by
no diminution ot zeal for your future interest; no
deficiency of grateful respect for your past kind
ness; but am supported by a full conviction that
the step is compatible with both.

1 he acceptance of, and continuance hitherto
in. the office to which your suffrages hare twice
called me, have been a uniform sacrifice of in-

clination to the opinion of duty, and to a defer '

ence for what appeared to be your desire. I con I

slant ly hoped that it would have been much ear
lier in my power, consistently with motives, which
1 was not at liberty to disregard, to return to that
retirement from whicli- - 1 had been reluctantly
drawn. The strength of my incliuittton to do
this, previous to the last election, had even led
to the preparation of an address to de, are it to
you; but mature reflection on the then perplexed
and critical posture of our affairs with foreign
uatious, aud the unanimous advice of persons en
titled to my confidence, impelled me to abandon
the idea

I rejoice, that the state of your concerns, ex
terual as well as internal, no longer lenders the
pursuit oi inclination incompatible with the sen
timentof duty, or propriety ; and am persuaded,
whatever partiality may be retained for my ser-
vices, that, in the present circumstances of our
country, you will not disapprove my determina-
tion to retire.

The impressions, with which I first undertook
the aiduous trust, were explained on the proper
occas.ou. Iu the discharge of this trust, I will
only say, that 1 have, with good intentions, cou-tribute- d

towards the organization and adtuiuis
.ration of the Government the best exertions of
which a very fallible judgment was capable. Not
unconscious , in the outset, of tlie inferiority of
my qualifications; experience in my own eyes,
perhaps still more iu tlie eyes of others, has
strengthened the motives to diffidence of myself;
and every day the increasing weight of years ad-

monishes me more aud more that the shade of
retirement is as necessary to me as it w ill be wel-

come. Satisfied, that, if any circumstances haw-give- n

pe ii value to my services, they were
temporary, I have tbe consolation to believe,
that, while choice and prudence invite me to
quit the political scene, patriotism does not for-

bid it. , i.
In looking forward to the moment, which is

intended to terminate the career of my public
lite, my feelings do not permit me to suspend the
deep acknowledgment ot that debt of gratitude,
which I owe to my beloved country for the many
honors it hits conferred upon me; still more lor
the steadfast confidence with which it has sup
ported me; and tor lite opportunities 1 have them e
enjoyed of manifesting my inviolable attachment
by services tathlul and airsevering, though in
usefulness unequal to my zeal. If benefits have
resulted to our country from these services, let it
always be lemembered to your praise, and as au
instructive example in our anuals, that under cir
cumstauces in which the passions, agitated in ev
ery direction, were liable to mislead, amidst ap-

pearances sometimes dubious, vicissitudes of lor
tu:,e often discouraging, in situations in which
not un frequently want of success has counte-
nanced the spirit of criticism, ihe constaucv ot
your support was the essential prop of the efforts,
and a guarantee of the plans by which they were
effected. Profoundly penetrated with this idea,
I shall carry it with me to my grave, as a strong
incitement to unceasing vows that Heaven may
continue to you the choicest tokens of its bene-
ficence; that your Union and brotherly affection
may be perpetual; that the tree Constitution,
which is the work of your hands, maj be sacredly
maintained; that ita administration in evory de-

partment may be stamped with wisdom and vir-- i

in e, that, in fine, the happiness of the people of
these Slates, under the ausines of liberty, mav

will the
the

applause,
combinations and

direct, the
apprehension deliberation

fundamental
offer tendency.

some orgauize and ex
the the

tion. of uo inconsiderable observation, which
appear me all important lite permanency of
your felicity people. These afforded

you with freedom, you can onlv
see in them thedisinterested warnings u parting
friend, w ho eau have personal motive

bias his counsel. Nor I forget en-

couragement it, indulgent recep jja of
my seutiments a former and not dissimilar
casion.

the love of with every
ligament of your hearts, no recommendation
mine fortify confirm attach
mcnt.

The unity of Government, which constitutes
you one people, also now dear you It
justly so; for main pillar in the edifice
your real independence, the support your trau
quility at home, peace abroad; your safe-
ty; your prosperity; of that very Liberty, which
you highly But it easy forsee,
that, from different caus.es and from different
quarters, much pains will be taken, many artifices
employed, weaken in your convic-
tion truth; this the iu your po-

litical fortress against which the batteries of iu
ternal ana external eueiuies will most con-
stantly and actively ofteu covertly and
insidiously) directed, infinite moment that

should properly estimate the imnienee value
of your national Union your collective aud in-

dividual happiness that you should a cor-
dial, habitual and immovable it;
accustoming yourselves think speak of

of the Palladium of your safety
watching for its preservation with jeal-

ous anxiety; discountenancing may sug-
gest even a suspicion, that can in any event
abandoned; and indignantly frowning upon the
first every attempt alienate
portion country from the rest, en-

feeble the sacred ties which now link together
various-(.arts- .

For you have every inducement of sympa
tli v and interest. birth choice, of
a common country, that country has a right
concentrate your affections. The name of A mi k
ICan, whicb belongs to you in your national ca

must exalt the just pride of Patri-
otism, more appellation derived from
local discriminations. With slight shades ot dif-
ference, you have the ssti.c religio, manners,
habit- - and political principles. You have in a

fought anil triumphed together;
the Independence and Liberty yuu possess the
work joint counsels, and joint efforts, of com
moil dangers sufferings successes.

these considerations, however powerfully
address themselves to sensibility, are

greatly outweighed by those, which more
immediately your interest. Here every, por
tion of our country finds the most command-
ing motives for guarding and
the Union of the whole.

The North, in an unrestrained intercourse
Sonth, protected by laws a com

mon Oovernmeut, finds, in the productions the
latter, great additional resources of and
commercial enterprise and materials of

industry. The SonA, in suine in-

tercourse, benefiting the same ageucy the
North, sees its agriculture grow and cammeice
expand. Turning partly own the
seamen of the North, its particular nasi
gation invigorated; while it contributes,
different ways, to nourish and increase gene-
ral mass of the national navigation, for-

ward the protection of a maritime sireugth, to
which itself unequally adapted. Tbe East,
a like intercourse with the West, finds,
änd the progressive improvement of interi-
or communications by land and water, will more

mote find a valuable vent for the coin modi
tiea which brings from abroad, manufactures
at The West derives from the East sup
plies requisite its growth comfort, aud. what

still greater .-
-, .ence. must

necessity owe the secure enjoyment of indispensa
ble outlets for its uwu productions to tbe .

iutlueuce and the future maritime strength uf the
side of Union, due- ted by indis-

soluble community of interest, aeoie nation. Auy
other tenure by which the West can bold this
seutial advantage, whether derived frum its owu
separate strength, from an apostate un-i- i

aural connexion with auy foreign power, must
Dc intrinsically precarious .

I

'i

gen
Hut

ile, theu. evi part ot jair count! V 1!

an iimiic : and paraptlnr int res. inm n, all th combined can not fail toid
e united, of means 01 i efforts,
gtb, resource, pportionaldy ghat.

urity fromi ternal dan er, . freqtlm:
iMne Tore n nit:. Fand,

what is of inestimable value, they must derive
from Uuiou an exemption from those broils and
wars between themselves, which frequently
afflict neighboring countries not tied together by
the same government, which their own rival
ships alone would he sufficient produce,
wtnen opposite loreign alliances, attachments

intrigues would stimulate aud embitter.
TTpiicp likewise thev will nvnid the neeeaiiitv of
those overgrown military establishments, which,
under any form of government,

liberty, and which are be regnrded as par-
ticularly bostile to Repuhfiean Liberty. this
sense is, that your Union ought be consid-
ered as a main prop your Hbetty, and that the
love of the one ought endear to the preser-
vation of the other.

These considerations speak a persuasive lan-
guage every reflecting and virtuous mind, and
exhibit the tbe Union a primary
object ol patriotic desire. Is there a doubt
whether a common covernnient embrace
large a sphere? Let experience solve it. To
llsfn mere speculation in such a case were
criminal. We aie authorized hope, that a
proper organization the whole, with the aux
iliary agency of governments for the respective

will afford a happy issue to the ex-

periment. It well worth a fair and full
penmeitt. With such powerful and ob ious mo-

tives Union, affecting parts our country,
while experience shall not have demonstrated
impracticability, there will always be reason to
distrust the patriotism those, who in any quar-
ter may endeavor weaken its bands.

In contemphiMftg the causes, which may disturb
our Union, ocevs matter of serious concern,
that ground should have been furnished for
characterizing parties by Geographical discrimina
tions, Northern and Southern, Atlantic and West-
ern, whence designing men may endeavor ex-

cite a belief, that there real difference of local
interests ami views, one of tlie expedients of party

acquire influence, within particular districts, is
to misrepresent the opinions and aims of other
districts. You can not yourselves too
much against the jealousies and heart burning
which spring from these misrepresentations; iliey
tend to tender alien each other those, who
ought bound together by fraternal affection.
The inhabitants of Western country have
lately had a useful lesson on this head; they
have seen, in the negotiation by Executive,
and the unanimous ratification by the Senate,
of the treaty with Spain, in Ihe universal sit
isfaction that event, throughout the United
States, a decisive proof how unfounded were
suspicions propagated among them a policy in

General Government and in the Atlantic
States unfriendly to their interests regard
the Missiissippi; they have been witnesses
formation of two treaties, that with Great Britain

that with Spain, which secure them every-
thing they could desire, in respect to our foreign
relations, towards confirming their prosperity.
Will it not be their wisdom rely for preser-
vation thee advantages on Union by w hich
they were procured? Will they not henceforth
be deaf those advisers, if such there are, who
would them from their brethren, and con-

nect them with aliens?
To the efficacy and permanency of your Union,

a Government for the whole indispensable. No
alliance, strict, between the parts can
be an adequate substitute; they mu-- t inevitably
experience ihe iulractious aud interruptions, which
all alliances iu all times have experienced. Sen-
sible this momentous truth, you have improv ed
upon your first essay, by the adoption of a Con-
stitution Government better calculated than
your forma lor an intimate Union, aud fur

management of your con-
cerns. This government, the offspring of our own
choice, uninfluenced and unawed, adopted upon

invest'gation and mature deliberation, com
pletely free principles, iu tlie diriri
butioti of its powers, uniting security with
energy, aud containii.g within itself a pro-
vision for its amendmeut, has a just
claim to your confidence and your support.
Respect for its authority, compliance with its
laws, acquiescence in its measures, vre duties en-

joined by the fundamental maxims true liberty.
basis of our political systems the right of

the iaple make aud alter their Constitu
tions Government. But Constitution
which at any time exists, till an ex
plicit authentic act the whole ieople, is
sacredly obligatory upon all. Ihe very idea uf

exiled will the uatiou, tue will ot party,
often a small but artful enterprising minority
of the community ; and, according ihe alter-
nate triumphs of diil'cieul parties, make the
public administration the mirror of the ill con
certed aud incongruous projects faciiou ,

iliau the organ of consistent and wholesome plans
digested by common counsels, modified by
mutual interests.

However combinations associations of the
aoove description may now and then answer pop-
ular ends, they are likely, iu course of time
and become potent engines, by which
cunning, ambitious and unprincipled men will
enabled subvert the power ot the people, and

usurp for themselves the reins of government:
destroying, afterwi.rds, the very engines which

lifted them to unjust dominion.
Toward the preservation of your Government,

and the permanency of your preseut happy state,
requisite not only that you steadily discoun-

tenance irregular oppositions acknowledged
authority, but also that you resist with core the
spirit of innovation upou its principles, however
specious the pretexts. One method assault
may be to effect, in the uf Consti-
tution, alterations, which will impair the energy
of system, and thus undermine what can
not be directly ovei thrown. all the changes

which you may be luvited, remember that time
habit at least necessary fix the true

character of governments, as of other human in
stitutious; (bat experience is tlie surest standard
by which test the real tendency of the existing
constitution of a country; that facility changes
upon the credit of mere hypothesis and opiniou,
exposes perpetual change, from endless
variety of hypothesis and opiniou; remcm
ber, especially, that, for the efficient management

your common iu a country exten-
sive ours, a government much vigor

consistent with perfect security of liberty
in lispensabje. Liberty itself will find in such a
government, with powers properly distribute! and
adjusted, its surest guardian. It is, indeed, little
elre than a name, where the government i$

feeble withstand the enterprises of faction,
confine each member of the society within the
limits prescribed by the laws, and maintain all

secure and tranquil enjoyment the rights
of person and property.

I have already intimated to you the danger of
parties in the State, with particular reference tu
the founding them geographical disci i in
natiuns Let mc now take a mure comprehen
sive view, and warn you in must solemn m

against the baneful effects the spirit of
party, generally.

The spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from
nature, having its root iu the strongest pas-

sions of the human mind. It exists under differ
eiit shapes in all government.-- , more or sti-

fled, controlled, repressed; but, iu those of the
popular form, seen in greatest rankness,
and truly their worst enemy.

The alternate domination of one faction over
another, sharpened by the spirit revenge, natu-
ral party dissensions, which in different nges
and countries has perpetuated the must horrid
enormities, itself frightful despotism. But
this leads length a fui mal and pet ma
nent despotism. The disorders and miseries,
which result, gradually incline the minds of men

seek security and repose iu the absolute power
uf individual; and sooner later the chief of
some prevailing faction, more able more for-

tunate than his competitors, turns this disposition
to the purposes of his own elevation, on theruius
of Fuhlic Liberty.

Without looking forward an extremity of
this kind, (which nevertheless ought not
entirely out. sight,; the common, aud continual
mischiefs uf the spirit uf party, sufficieut
make the interest and duty a wise people to
discourage and restrain it.

Tt serves always to distract the Public Councils,
and enfeeble the Public Administration. It
tates the Community with ill founded jealous aud
false alarms, kindles the animosity of one part
against another, foments occasionally riot aud
sun tion. It opens ihe door foreign iuflu
ence and corruption, which find a facilitated ac
cess the Government itself through the chan-
nels party passions. Thus policy and
the w ill of one country subjected e policy
and will of another.

There opinion, that psrties in free coun- -

be made complete, by so careful a prese'rvalioii the power and the right of the people to establish
nod so prudent a of this blessing, Government duty of every iudi-quir- e

to them the glory of recommending to the vidua! obey established Government,
the affection and adoption of ever ua- - All obstructions the execution of the

tion, which yet a stranger it. laws, all associations, under
Here, perhaps, 1 ought to stop. But a sohci- - i whatever plausibie character, with the real de-

lude for your welfare, w hieb can not end but with s'g I control, counteract, or awe
my life, and the of dang-- , natural regular and action of the constituted
to that solicitude, urge uie, ou an occasion like the authorities, are destructive of this
present, to to vour solemn contemplation, principle, and of fatal The serve
and to recommend to" your frequent review , faction, to give it an artificial
sentiments, which are" result of much reilec traordinary force: put, in place of the del
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trieiare useful check- - u tloh
the 'QoverqaMmT-Jfi- mm ve ne
spirk oi Liberty. T:n- - w ; thin certain lir,n;s is
p:obaii! true; and in (rOV ernments oi a
a uieal cast, ratnolis y look with unit il- -

fetal with favor Up u the spirit oi party,
in of tbe poptrlar character, in ftorprn

ments purely elective, it is a spirit nut to be en
couraged. From their natural tendency, it is
certain there will always be enough of that spirit
for every salutary purpose. And, there being
constant danger of excess, the effort ought to he,
by force of public opinion, to mitigate and as
suage it. A five not to be quenched, it demands a
uiulorm vigilance to prevent its bursum;
name, lest, instead of warming, it should con
surtre.

It is important, likewise, that the habit! of
thinking in a free country should inspire caution
in those intrusted with its administration, to con-
fine themselves within their respective constitu
tional spheres, avoiding in tlie exercise of the
Dow ers of one rlenartment to enema eh nnon
anofhet The spirit of encroachment tend- -

consolidate the powers of all the departments in
one, and thus create, whatever the form of gov- -

ernmeut, a real despotism. A just estimate ot
the love of power, and pronenes to abute it, j

which predominates in the human heart, is suf- -
'

ficieut to satisfy us of the truth of this position. ,

The necessity of reciprocal checks in the exercise '

of political power, by dividing and distributing it
into different depositories, and constituting eaeh
the Guardian of the Public Weal against iuva
sieus by the others, has been evinced by experi- - I

meats ancient and modern: some of them in our j

011 country and under our own eyes. Io preserve
them must be as necessary as to institute them.
If, in the opinion of the people, the distribute
or modification of the constitutional powers be
in any particular wrong, let it be corrected by an
amendment, in the way which tlie constitution

'

j designates. But let there be no change by usurp 1

I tion; fur, though this, in one iiistai.ee, may be
tlie insU'ument oi good, it ia tbe customary '

w ca oii hy which free Governments are destroyed
The precedent must always greatly overbalance
in permanent evil auy partial or transient benefit,

j which the use can at any time yield.
Of all the dispositions and habits, which lend

to political prosperity. Religion and Morality are
I

indispensable supports. Iu vain would that ntaii
claim tlie tribe 'e o! i'r -- m, who should labor
to subvert these great pillars of hi. man happi
ness, these fiimest props of the duties oi Men
and Citizens. The mere Politician, equdlv with
the pious man, ought to respect and cherish them.
A volume could not trace ail their connexions i ent circumstances and mutual opinion will per-wit-

private and public felicity. Let it simply be mit, but temporary, and liable to be from time to
as ked, Where is the security (or pro pert v, for time abandoned or varied, as experience and cir-- .

. uiation, for lite, if the sense of religious obli- - cumstauces shall dictate; constantly keeping in
gation desert tbe oaths, which are the itistru view , that it is folly in one nation to look for s

of investigation in Courts of Justice? bitereted favors from another; that it must pay
And iel us with caution indulge the suppo-itio- n, with a portion of its independence lor whatever
that morality can be maintained wi.hout religion, it may accept under that character; that, by such
ti hatever may be conceded to the influence of
refined education on minds of peculiar structure,
reason and experience both forbid us to expect
that natural morality can prevail in exclusion of
religious pneciple.

It is substantially true, that virtue or morality-i- s

a necessary of popular government
The rule, indeed, extends with more ur less lorce
to every species uf tree government. Whu, that
is a sincere friend to it, can look w ith inditier
ence upun attempts to shake the foundation of
the fabric?

Promote, then, as an object of primary im
por lance, institutions for the general diffusion :

.iuowledge. In proportion as the structure of
a government gives force to public opinion, it is
essential that public opiuion should be enligt
ened.

As a very important source of strength and
security, cherish public credit. One method of
preserving il is, lo use it as siaringly as possible;
avoiding occasions of expense hy cultivating
peace, but remembering also that timely dis--

bursemeiits to prepare lor danger frequently pre
vent much ji eater disbursements to repel it;
avoiuing likewise the accumulation ol debt, not
only by shunning occasions of expense, but by
v igorous exertions iu time of peace
the debts, whicb unavoidable wars may have
occasioned, not ungenerously throwing upon
posterity the burthen, which we ourselves
ought lu bear, i he execution of these max
ims belongs to your representatives, but it is nec-
essary that public opinion shuuld cooperate. To
facilmtle to them tbe perlormiuce of their duly,
it is esseutiul thai you shuuld practically bear in
tuiud, that towards the payment of debts there
must he Ucv euue; that lo liave Beveuue there
must be taxes; that no taxes Cau be devised,
w hich are not moie. ur less iiicouveuient and un
pie.isaut ; that the intrinsic embarrassment, insepa-
rable frum die selection of the proper objects
(which is always a choice of difficulties,) ought
to be a decisive motive for a candid construction
o'' tbe conduct of the government ji, making it,
aud for a spirit of acquiescence in the measures
lor obtaining revenue, which the public exigen-
cies may at auy time dictate.

Observe good faith and justice tow aids all Na-
tions; cultivate peace aud Uatmuny with ail. He
iigion and Morality enjoin this conduct: and cau
il be, that good policy dues not equally eujoiu it?
It will be wortiiy of a free, enlighteued, aud, at
uo distant period, a great Nation. 10 give to man
kind the maguanimous and too novel example of

. . .I'll . . . . .
a people always yuiued by an exalted justice and
benevolence. Who can doubt, but, iu ihe course
of time and things, tbe fruits of such a piau would
richly repay any temporary advantages, which
might be lost by a steady adherence to it? Can
it be, thai has uot connected the per
maueut felicity of a Nation with its Virtue? The
experiment, at least, is recommended by every
sentiment which euuobles human nature. Alas!
is il rendered impossible by its vices?

Jn the execution of such a plan, nothing is
more essential, than that permanent, inveterate
antipathies a. iint particular Nations, and passion
a.e attachments lor others, should be excluded;
and that, in piace of Ibeui, just and amicable
feelings towards all should be cultivated. The
Natiou, which indulges tow ards another an habit
ual hutred, or au habitual fondness, is in some
degree a slave. Il is a slave to its animosity or
to its affection, either of whicb is sufficient to lead
itastray from its duty and its interest. Antipn
lliy in one nation against another disposes each
mure readily to offer insult and injury, to lav
hold ot slight causes of umbrage, and to behaugh
ty aud intractable, w hen accidental or trifling oc
casions of dispute occur. Hence tiequent collis-
ions, obstinate, envenomed, and bloody contests.
The Nation, prompted by ill will and resentment
sometimes mipeis to war the Government, con
trary to the best calculations of policy. The
Government sometimes participates iu the nation
al prupeusity, and adopts through passion what
reason would reject; at other limes, it makes the
animosity of the natiou subservient to projects of
hostility instigated by .ride, ambiiion, aud other
sini.-te-r and pernicious motive. '1 he peace often,
sometimes perhaps the liberty, of Nations has
been the victim.

So likewise, a passionate attachment of one
Nation for another produces a variety of evils.
Sy mpathy fur the favorite Nation, facilitating Uie

illusion of an imaginary common interest, in
cases where 110 real common interest exists, and
infusing into ore the eucmities of tbe other, be-

trays the former ititu a participation in the quar-
rels and wars of the latter, without adequate in
ducenieut or justification. It leads also to cuu-cessio-

to the favorite Nation of privileges de-

nied tu others, which is apt doubly to injure the
Nation making the concessions; by unnecessarily
patting with what ought to have been retained;
aud by exciting jealousy, ill will, and a disposi
lion lo retaliate, iu the par vie- - from whom equal
privileges are withheld. Aud it gives to ambi-
tious, corrupted, or deluded citizens, (who devote
themselves to toe favorite nation,) facility to be-

tray or sacrifice the interest of their own country,
without odium, sometimes even with popularity;
gilding, with the appearances of a virtuous sense
of obligation, a cummendabfe deference for pub
lie opinion, or a laudable zeal fur public good, the
base or foolish compliances of ambiiion, corrup
tion, or infatuation.

As avenues to foreign influece in innumerable
ways, such attachments are particularly alarming
to the truly enlightened aud independent Patriot.

How many opportunities do they afford to tam-
per w ith domestic factions, to practice tbe art uf
seducliou. to mi-le- ad public opiniou, to influence
04- - awe the public Councils! Such an attachment
. , ,. . .11 La.n.. r.r w . towards andU. U DUldll Ul " V IV , a great power- -

ful nation, dooms the former to be tbe aalteilite
of the latter. 7 ww uiMriflt to rlAgainst the insidious wiles of foreign influence

I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens- , )

the jealousy of a free people uugbt t becorufenf
lit awake; since history and experience prove,
that foreign influence is one of tlie must baneful
foes of jtepublicau Government But that jeal-uusy- ,

tu be useful, must be impartial . else it be
comes the instrument uf the very influence to be
avoided, instead ul a defense against a. Lxces
six1 partiality for one foreigu natiou,. and exces
sive dislike for another, cause those whom tbey
actuate to see danger only 011 uue side, and serve
to veil aud even second the arts uf iutlueuce oi
the other. Heal patriots, who may resist the in
irigues of the favorite, are liable to become sus-

pected and odious; while Its tools and dupes
u.--m p the applause and confidence of the people,
to surrender their interests,.', . atmmtmn

The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to
foreigu nations, is, in extending our commercial
relations, tu have with theui as little palituxü
connection as iHissible. far as we have

alretm fod 1(111 ents, let them be fulfilled
11 pe: leeafooa mm Here let us stop,

hurope ha a -- ct of primary interests, which
y remote relation, nence

- v be :: frequent controversies,
the eau es of arc essentially foreigu to our

'concerns Meia e. there! ore, it must be uuwie 111

us to implicate ourselves, by artificial ties, iu the
ordiuary vicissitudes of her politics, or tbe ordi-

nary combinations aud collisions of her friend-
ships or enmities, t r j i.

Our detached and distant situation invites .'i d

enables us to pirrsue a different course If wc
remain one people, under an efficient Govern- -

tlie period is uot liar oft. when we uio def y

materia injury from external annoyance, wlien
iwema, take such an altitude as will cause the

neutrality, we may at any time resolve upon, to
be scrupulous! resoected; when belligerent

under the impossibility of making acquisi-
tions upon us, will not lightly hazard the giving
ui provocation; when we may cboeeeftaase or
war, as our 1 ,t crest, guided t - justice, shall

Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a
situation? Why quit one own to stand up . 11 lor
eign ground? Why, by interweaving our destiny
with that of any part of Europe, entangle our
peace and prosperity in the toils of European am
bilion, rivalship, interest, humor or caprice?

It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent
alliances with any portion of the foreign world;
so tar, I mean, as we are now at liberty to do il,
for let me not be understood as capable of
patronising infidelity to existing engagements I
hold the maxim no less applicable to public than
lo private affairs, that honesty is always the best
policy. 1 repeat it, therefore, let- those engage-
ment- be observed in their genuine sense. But,
in my opinion, it is unnecessary and would be un-

wise to extend them.
TawnSg care always to keep ourselves, by suit

able establishments, on a respectable deleutive
posture, wc may safely trust to temporary alli-
ances for extraordinary emergencies.

Harmony, liberal intercourse with all nations.
are recommended by policy, humanity and iuter
est. itutexen our commercial policy should hold
an eoual and impartial hand, neither seeking nor
granting exclusive favors or preferences : consult
ing the natural course of things; diffusing and

by gentle means tiie streams of com
nterce, but : erring nothing; establishing, with
now ers so disposed, in order to give trade a stable
course, to define the rights of our merchants, and
to enable the Government to support them, con

' ventional rules of intercourse, the best thatpres- -

acceptance, it may place itself iu the condition of
having given equivalents for nominal favors, and
yet ot being reproached with ingratitude for not
giving more. There can be no greater error than
to expect or calculate upon real favors from na-
tion lo nation. It is an illusion, which experience
must cure, w hich a just pride ought to discard.

In offering to you, my couutrymeu, the e coun-
sels of au old and affectionate friend, I dare not
hop they will make the strong and lasting im-
pression I coukl wish; that they wiil control the
usual current of the passions, or prevent our ra-
tion from running the course, which has hitherto
marked the destinv of nations. But, if I mav
even flatter myself, that they may te produciive
of some partial benefit, some occasional good;
that they may now and then recur to moderate

; the fury of party spirit, lo waru against the mis- -

chiefs ot foreign intrigue, to guard agaiust the
ittijuires ol pretended patriotism; tltia hope will

I he a full reeomense for the solicitude for your
welfare, by which they have beeu dictated,

How far iu the discharge of my official duties
j 1 have been guided by the principles whicb have

been delineated, lite public records and other evi- -

deuces of mv conduct must witness to vou and to
the world. To myself, the assurance of my own
conscier ce is. that 1 have at least believed myself
to be guided by them.

In relation to the still subsisting war in E-
uro, my proclamation ol the 23d of April, 1793,
is the index to my plan. Sanctioned by your ap-

proving voice, and that of your representatives
in both houses of Congress, the spirit of that
measure has continually governed me, unin-
fluenced by any attempts to deter or divert me
from it.

After deliberate examination, with the aid of
the best lights I could obtain, I was well satisfied
that our country, nnder all the circumstances of
the case, had a right to take, and was bound iu
duty and interest to take, a neutral position.
Having taken it, 1 determined, so far as should
depend upon me, to maintain it with moderation,
perseverance and firmness.

The considerations which respect the right to
hold this conduct, it is not necessary on this oc-
casion to detail. I will only observe, that, ac-

cording to my understanding of the matter, that
right, so far from being denied by any of the
belligerent powers, has been virtually admitted
by all.

The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be
inferred, without anvthincr more, from tlie obM- -

t uatiou which justice and humanity, impose onev- -

erv nation ,
?
111 cases m which it is tree lo act, to

maintain inviolate the relations of peace and am-

ity towards other nations.
The inducements of interest, for observing that

conduct, will best be referred to your own reflec-
tion and experience. With me, a predominant
motive has been to endeavor to gain time to our
country to settle and mature its yet recent insti-
tutions, and to progress, without interruption, to
that degree of strength and consistency which is
necessary to give it, humanly speaking, the com-man- d

of its own fortunes.
Though in reviewing the incident of my ad-

ministration, 1 am unconscious of intentional er-

ror; I am, nevertheless, too sensible of my de-fee- t

not to think it probable that I marhrve
committed many errors. Whatever they may-

be, I fervently beseech the Almighty to avert or
mitigate the evils to which they may tend. I
shall also carry with me the hope that my coun-
try will never cease to view them with indulgence;
aid that, after fortv-fiv- e Tears of mv life dedica- -

ted to its service with an upright zeal, the faults
uf iucompetent abilities wiii be consigned to ob
liviou, as myself must soon be to the mansions of
rest.

Relying on its kindness in this, as in oilier
things, and actuated by that fervent love ton.-- : Is

it which is so natural to a man who views iu it
the native soil of himself and his progenitors for
several generations. I anticipate, with pleasing
expectation, that retreat in which I promise my-

self tu realize, without alloy, the sweet enjoy-
ment of partaking, in the midst of my fellow
citizens, the benign influences of good laws un-

der a free Government the ever favorite object
of my heart and the happy reward, as I trust,
of our mutual cares, labors, and dangers.

Geokoe Wasuinoton.
UsiTEO States, Sept. IT, 17.

Senator i (man
It gives us much pleasure to learn that Sena

tor Cowan, of this Slate, has expressed his inten
tion to act with the conservative party in Con-
gress. He is said 10 have no sympathy with rabid
men who are seeking to violate the Constitution
while they are professing to defend it. The press
against him by the Ahu I itiou portion of his party-ha- s

beeu very heavy, but threats, entreaties and
bribes have all failed to divert him from the mau- -

ly ground that he has clioseo. Senator .',. an is
a bold, consistent and sensible statesman. A
strong anti-slave- ry man, anxious to see the insti-

tution quickly and finally exterminated from the
country, he has too much common sense not to
perceive that the plans of his fellow Seuaiors,
Sumner, Wilson, Hale and others, would not
only weaken the Natiou. il cause, but rivet the
fetters of tlie black man with double force. We
are nut so much of a partisan that we can net
freely praise the course of a political opponent
when it is right, and in this case Senator Cowan
is deserving of the applause of all honest and
conservative people. His acts shall shine id
pleasant contrast with the feeble, selfish and big-

oted career of bis Falstafban, colleague, Ur. Wil
mot. Lancaster i Pennsylvania) Intelligencer.

ZW Western Virginia retains slavery and free
negroes. The Constitutional Convention ia
si m at Wheeling has agreed upon the following
provision, winch Is said to be iu accordance witii
popular sentiment: "No slave shall be brought,
or free person of color shall come, into this
State, for permanent residence, after this Consti-

tution goes into operation." Not many slaves
have been brought into Virginia during many
years past She has been a negro rairinpknd
tiem exporting Seite. We speak now of the
whole State. The number of slaves in Western
Virginia i small, and will doubtless diminish
from veir to year The ban against free negroes
shows how worthless a p,pu'!ttl'1 ther are es
teemed by a people who know all Mil.

HisMid thai iry ' aineroii s sin has
1 not only m horse a nd beef

wreat variety
by which he has already realised a
larger than that which the brother law of Soere
tary Welles pocketed t'rt
perewe of old vessels.
Cameron ha-ma- de iMorethaM a sol Iron of dollar'


